i io           GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
tradition among the "historic" ruling classes, among those
elements of the nation which are mainly concerned for the
preservation of historic continuity in State and society, and the
replacement of this tradition by ideas connected with power and
the protection of interests. The classes which to this day are
generally described in the Reich as reactionary might contend
with perfect justice that in protecting their own interests they
were protecting those of the community. In the maintenance or
restoration of the old elements with which State and nation
have been bound up in the course of past history there is
always a strong admixture of the motive of the preservation of
national order and security, especially at times of such re-
volutionary tension as the years since the War. The dividing
lines between genuine Conservatism, which is an indispensable
element in the life of every State, and a reactionary policy of
the service of vested interests, are not always discernible with
perfect clearness. They begin to become clear, however, as
political methods diverge, and become unmistakable in the
differences of political purpose. No one will any longer deny
that it is mainly to the monarchist elements that Germany
owes her present condition. There is no reason to doubt that
the overwhelming majority of these elements brought about
what has happened in the best of good faith and in the firm
conviction that in protecting their own existence they were also
protecting that of the whole nation, saving it from an upheaval
of incalculable moment. It is not their political purpose that
will be condemned, but the political means they chose. These
means were not only discreditable but thoroughly ill-advised.
Unscrupulousness in the choice and the use made of political
means has frequently been characteristic of the reactionaries of
the Right wing. They have found followers in this un-
scrupulousness, and they need not be surprised that in National
Socialism they found that they had to deal with a master of it.
It is still difficult at first sight to comprehend the action of the